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Arts for everyone 
ArtLink • A Newsletter for the Members of Laurel Arts • September 2021 

GALLERY HOURS: Monday-Thursday 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Saturday Noon to 4 p.m. 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

Friday, September 10 
4-6 PM – Guest Speakers: Dr. Glenn Kashurba MD, DFAPA 

Flight 93 Commission Member Henry Cook & Film Producer, Editor, Director Katie Cook 
6-7 PM Musical Performance: Somerset County Community Band 

performing Flight of Valor, with composer James Swearingen as guest conductor 
7-8 PM – Guest Speaker: Author Tom McMillan 

Gallery Exhibit will be open on September 10 from 12  ̶  8 PM 

Saturday, September 11 
2-4 PM – Guest Speakers: Dr. Glenn Kashurba MD, DFAPA 

Flight 93 Commission Member Henry Cook & Film Producer, Editor, Director Katie Cook 
4-6 PM Guest Speakers: Local & State Representatives 

7 PM – Musical Performance: Members of Johnstown Symphony Orchestra 
performing an original composition by Thomas Dougherty 

Gallery Exhibit will be open on September 11 from 12  ̶  8 PM 
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Upcoming exhibits … 

September 6-30 
Reflections of the Human 
Spirit – America’s County 

Responds to the Tragic Events 
of September 11 

Laurel Arts will exhibit 
photographs, art work, artifacts  
and special art installations as 
well as host a variety of guest 
speakers and musical 
performances as a tribute to the 
men and women who embodied 
the American spirit in the face of 
tragedy.  

 

October 4-28 
Somerset County 

Artists Association 
Member Exhibit 

Laurel Arts is pleased to be able 
to feature the work of SCAA 
members and give the public an 
opportunity to not only view their 
work but also meet the artists at a 
reception. 

Opening Reception 
6-8 p.m. Friday, October 8 

Located upstairs at 
The Philip Dressler Center 

for the Arts 

Office/Gallery Hours: 
11 a.m.-6 p.m.  

Monday-Thursday 
Noon to 4 p.m. 

Saturday 

Pictured are Laurel Arts’ own Mud Ladies Susan Wilson, Kathy Trexel Reed, Joy 
Knepp, Erin Mayak, Jane Holt, and Bridget Mayak who created bowls for the 
Gallery Committee’s Scooper Bowl event on August 14. For a donation of $20, 
participants received a hand-crafted bowl, an ice cream sundae, cookie and a 
drink. A big thank you to donors: Walmart, Sheetz, Giant Eagle, Galikers, 
Somerset Trust Company and Allied Milk Producers, as well as to our volunteers 
and those who attended and supported the fundraiser. Proceeds from the event 
will help to support Somerset Mobile Food Bank, the Humane Society of 
Somerset County and Laurel Arts Clay Studio. 

Learn to play the guitar … 

Guitar lessons are offered at Laurel Arts on Wednesdays, 
taught by Bob Bretz. Bob has decades of experience 
and teaches all styles of guitar. Contact Bob 
directly, 814-421-8134, for more information. 
 

We also offer piano … 

If you were to research the benefits of playing the piano, you would find 
countless articles on the positive effects of playing this instrument. It has 
been proven to not only help strengthen hand muscles but relieves stress 
and stimulates the brain. It has been found to improve language skills, 
vocabulary, and even math!  

Instructor Jade Boyer has over 20 years experience in piano. She studied at 
the Suzuki School of Music and has had several private teachers. She is 
available to give lessons on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday evenings 
at Laurel Arts Education & Dance Center. For 
more information on signing up for lessons 
with Jade, text/call Marsha at 814-442-6217. 
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Our Dressler staff … 

Jaclyn McCusker 
Executive Director 

April Davis 
Business Manager 

Mike Baker 
Maintenance Director 

Rebecca Frola Biss 
Office Assistant 

Senda Harvey 
Administrative &  
Event Assistant 

Alison Leer 
Office Coordinator & 

Administrative Assistant 

This newsletter is published by Laurel Arts 
for its members and friends. 

 

Laurel Arts Board of Directors 
Brooke Sheeler, president 
Erin Mayak, vice president 
Mark Addleman, treasurer 

Rebecca Frola Biss, secretary 
Mike Beech 
Cindy Breen 

Sharon Clapper 
Allison Finui 

Robin Henley 
William Hoffman 

Jeff Johnson 
Mike Mitchell 

Fred Rosemeyer 

Legal Counsel 
Lois Caton 

 

The Philip Dressler Center 
for the Arts 

214 S. Harrison Avenue 
Somerset, PA 15501 

814-443-2433 
jmccusker@laurelarts.org 

The official registration and financial 
information of Laurel Arts may be obtained 
from the Pennsylvania Department of State 
by calling toll-free within Pennsylvania, 1-
800-732-0999. Registration does not imply 
endorsement. 

Guest speakers, musical performances 
enhance exhibit experience for visitors 

Laurel Arts’ current exhibit, Reflections of the Human Spirit, America’s County 
Responds to the Tragic Events of September 11, has been a year in the making. The 
exhibit, itself, will take visitors on a journey which begins in bucolic Somerset 
County as the events of September 11 unfold. The exhibit pays tribute not only to 
the heroes on board United Flight 93, but also to the residents of the county as 
they offered support to the families, assisted with recovery, and helped to build a 
lasting memorial. The journey continues through a room with 1,000 origami cranes 
signifying hope born from tragedy. 

Speakers and musical performances are scheduled for Friday and Saturday, 
September 10 and 11. The events are free and open to the public. 

On Friday and Saturday, Dr. Glenn Kashurba, Somerset, will speak. Dr. Kashurba 
began his practice of Disaster Psychiatry on September 11, 2001 as an American 
Red Cross volunteer. In the days that followed the crash, he accompanied the 
families to the site, providing support and grief counseling. He chronicled the 
experiences of local residents who helped during the disaster in his book, Courage 
After the Crash. For the fifth anniversary of 9/11, he published Quiet Courage: the 
Definitive Account of Flight 93 and its Aftermath.   

Also scheduled to speak on Friday and Saturday are Henry Cook, retired CEO of 
Somerset Trust Company, and Katie Cook, an award winning producer, editor and 
director. 

Henry Cook has served as a member of the Flight 93 Federal Advisory Commission, 
authorized by Congress in 2010. The commission is a grassroots organization whose 
membership includes Flight 93 family members, memorial-area community 
residents, and first responders. Mr. Cook also served on the 15-member jury that 
selected, from over 1,000 entries, the Flight 93 National Memorial’s design. 

Katie Cook will talk about her film which tells the story of September 11 from the 
perspective of Somerset County. 

Nationally-known composer James Swearingen created a powerful musical 
composition entitled Fight of Valor, which was commissioned by Somerset County 
Community Band. The band will perform Flight of Valor Friday evening with James 
Swearingen directing. He will also talk about his inspiration for the composition and 
how the piece tells the story of Flight 93. 

Historian and author Tom McMillan will also speak Friday evening. He is the author 
of Flight 93: The Story, The Aftermath and the Legacy of American Courage on 
9/11. He has served as a Flight 93 Ambassador and is a former member of the 
Board of Trustees of the Flight 93 National Memorial. 

In additional to Saturday’s speakers, several members of the Johnstown Symphony 
Orchestra will perform an original piece of music composed by Thomas Dougherty, 
a native of Pittsburgh. He was selected from a slate of 27 candidates by a jury of 
music faculty from Carnegie Mellon, IUP and Penn State. The piece will be 
performed live Saturday evening in the galleries at Laurel Arts. 
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Our Affiliates 

NOT ALL AFFILIATES ARE MEETING REGULARLY.  
CONTACT INFORMATION IS INCLUDED FOR EACH 
GROUP SO PLEASE CALL OR EMAIL FOR MORE 
INFORMATION! 

Botanical / Culinary Arts 
Somerset Garden Club: Contact Andrea Falchek,  
814-442-4359, andreafalchek@yahoo.com. 

Needle / Fabric Arts 
Crochet Guild: Contact Sheena Pile at 444-2419.  

Knitting Guild: Contact Lee Ann Schrock, 
leann265@yahoo.com, 814-233-6434. 

Performing Arts 
Laurel Highlands Chorale: Contact Jan Burkett, 
443-3085 for more information.  

Mt. Union Sacred Harp Singers: Rehearsal 2nd 
Thursdays of the month, Kingwood Church of God 
(Jan-Mar), Mt. Union Church (other months). 

Roof Garden Barbershop Chorus: Contact Mike 
Mitchell, 442-8843, or Larry Shober, 267-4042. 
Rehearsal 7 p.m. Tuesday evenings outdoors at 
Grace United Methodist Church, Somerset. 

Somerset Auxiliary JSO: Contact Sam Hanson, 
814-754-5230, or Gay Reed, 814-279-7134.  

Somerset County Community Band: Rehearsing 
at 7:15 p.m. Thursdays, Suite 111, Georgian Place. 
Contact Dave Breen, 701-1515, email 
photo@davebreen.com. 

Visual Arts 

Gem & Mineral Club: Contact Sue Bittner, 445-
6085, or Bob Tutko, 814-886-9418.  

Somerset County Artists Association: Contact 
Dave Greene, 814-442-3934.  

Woodcarvers: Contact Jeff Baltzer, 814-442-6617. 
Meeting 6 p.m. Wednesdays. 

Laurel Highlands Chorale to begin rehearsals 

We're back! Laurel Highlands Chorale is excited to bring the good 
news of its upcoming Christmas concerts.  Rehearsals will begin in 
September, and the concerts will be Sunday, December 5 and 
Monday, December 6.  Mark your calendars now, so you won't 
miss out.  More information will be printed in future issues of the 
newsletter as details are finalized. 

Love to sing? Join the Roof Garden Chorus 

Roof Garden Chorus is back to rehearsing regularly at 7 p.m. 
Tuesdays at Grace United Methodist Church on Felgar Road in 
Somerset. According to members, they’re back, but don't have all 
the singers they need. Barbershop-style music sounds best when 
there is a balance of the four parts: tenor, lead, baritone, and 
base. The chorus is always looking for men who like to sing, and 
new singers are welcome to come to a rehearsal to check it out.  

Somerset County Artists Association plans 
Member Exhibit October 4-28 

Members of Somerset County Artists Association will exhibit their 
work in the galleries at The Philip Dressler Center for the Arts 
from October 4 through 28. An Opening Reception is scheduled 
for 6 to 8 p.m. Friday, October 8. 

SCAA has been meeting, mentoring and exhibiting for over 70 
years. The group meets monthly from March through October.   

Hats off to Sheila!  

District  VI of the Garden Club Federation of Pennsylvania is 
having its annual meeting this year in honor of its State President 
Sheila Croushore, “Hats off to Sheila.”  

The Garden Club is planning a Spring Bulb Sale as a 
fundraiser. Contact any member to order. Orders need to be 
received by Friday, September 10.  

District Director Jan Davis will attend the club’s Fall 
Banquet October 4 at Somerset Country Club to make a 
presentation on Williamsburg Holiday Floral Designs.  The 
banquet will also feature the Amanda Dowie Fall Dried Flower 
Show.   

Many thanks to our affiliates for all they do to promote our mission of … 

arts for everyone! 
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Teddy Bear Tea Party 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 10 AM to NOON  

What better way to celebrate Teddy Bear Day than with 
a Teddy Bear Tea Party! Bring your favorite bear along 
for a morning of fun activities. We will sit down for tea, 
sandwiches, and a delicious dessert. After we are all 
"stuffed" we will have some fun as we create a craft or 
two, decorate "beary" cute cookies, and play games. 
This event is perfect for children ages 4 & up or 3 & 
under with an adult. 

The Tea Party takes place from 10 a.m. to noon Saturday, 
September 11 at 601 Georgian Place, Somerset. 
Cost: $16 members/$20 nonmembers payable to Laurel 
Arts plus $8 materials fee payable to Marsha Schmuck. 
Call or text 814-442-6217 or call 814-443-2433 to 
register.  

Bob Ross Painting Workshop 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 10 AM to 3 PM  

Certified Bob Ross 
Instructor Al Just has 
another beautiful piece 
picked out for students 
to paint this month! Al 
assists students to 
create beautiful 
paintings of landscapes, 
seascapes, wildlife, and 
florals. He has been 
teaching for 15 years and currently offers classes at his 
studio in Johnstown, Cambria County Community Art 
Center, and Altoona Penn Highlands Community College.  

The workshop will be a step by step class in creating an 
oil painting of the beautiful scene pictured. 
The class takes place from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday, 
September 13 at Georgian Place, Somerset. 
The fee for the workshop is $48 members / $60 
nonmembers payable to Laurel Arts. This includes all 
materials. Students only need to bring paper towels, 
baby wipes and old rags.  

Preregistration is required by Monday, September 6 and 
students are asked to pay in advance. A minimum of 4 
students is required for the class to run. Call or text 814-
442-6217 or call Laurel Arts at 814-443-2433 to register.  
 

Maker Mondays 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 10 AM to 11:30 AM  

Drop in at Laurel Arts for our Little Maker Mondays! We 
started these workshops in the spring and had a great 
response. During this session, students ages 1-5 will take 
part in games, science experiments, songs, stories, and 
of course ART! Each week is different so you can come 
every week! No need to register … Just drop in. Students 
ages 1-2 must be accompanied by an adult.  

The first Maker Monday takes place Monday, September 
13. Workshops will be every Monday for 90 minutes and 
run from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. The cost for each Maker 
Monday is $5 to help cover supply expenses. 

Meet the instructor: Classes will be taught by one of our 
very own dance moms, Tami Skavang. Tami has a degree 
in Elementary Education. She has taught Kindergarten 
and Preschool. Tami has five kids that she has 
homeschooled. She has taught classes in her homeschool 
co-op for the last 13 years in various grades. She has also 
been a teacher in her church, including youth groups and 
Bible school. Classes take place at 601 Georgian Place, 
Somerset.  

Hydro dipping Workshop 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2 PM to 4 PM 

Hydro dipping has become a very popular art form to 
add color to shoes, insulated cups, and even game 
controllers. It is done by dipping an item in a bin of water 
in which acrylic paints, spray paints, or even nail polish 
have been added. During the workshop, students will dip 
several different items to take home.  

This workshop is best suited for students ages 10 & up. 
The class takes place from 2 to 4 p.m. Saturday, 
September 25 at 601 Georgian Place, Somerset. 
Cost: $16 members / $20 nonmembers payable to Laurel 
Arts plus $18 materials fee payable to Marsha Schmuck. 
Call or text 814-442-6217 or call 814-443-2433 to 
register by September 20. 

Cookie Making Fun 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2, 10 AM to NOON 

Homemade Cookie Day is on October 1! Celebrate the 
day with us by learning to make some delicious cookies 
and, of course, sampling them! Students will get to take 
home extras to share. (Continued on next page.) 

This September, fall into some fun, fabulous art projects 



Page 6 ArtLink 

This event is best suited for ages Pre-k and up. This 
workshop takes place from 10 a.m. to noon  Saturday, 
October 2 at 601 Georgian Place, Somerset. Cost: $16 
members / $20 nonmembers payable to Laurel Arts plus 
$8 materials fee payable to Marsha Schmuck. 

Call or text 814-442-6217 or call 814-443-2433 to 
register by September 27.  

Apple Dumpling Workshop 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2 PM to 4 PM  

Did you know there is a National Apple Dumpling Day on 
September 17? Join us to celebrate and learn how to 
make apple dumplings from scratch! Each participant will 
get some to take home with them. This event is best 
suited for ages 12 and up. 

This workshop takes place on from 2 to 4 p.m. Sunday, 
October 3 at 601 Georgian Place, Somerset. Cost: $16 
members / $20 nonmembers payable to Laurel Arts plus 
$8 materials fee payable to Marsha Schmuck. 

Call or text 814-442-6217 or call 814-443-2433 to 
register by September 27. 

Succulent Pumpkin Workshop 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9, 10 AM TO NOON 

Join gardener Sheila Croushore to create a beautiful fall 
centerpiece made of assorted live succulents, Spanish 
moss, and a pumpkin. This is a 
project that will serve as a 
unique decoration for several 
weeks. Sheila has been a 
member of the Somerset 
Garden Club for several years 
and is very knowledgeable in all 
types of plants. 

The class takes place from 10 
a.m. to noon Saturday, October 9 at 601 Georgian Place, 
Somerset. The fee for the workshop is $16 members / 
$20 nonmembers payable to Laurel Arts plus a $12 
materials fee payable to Sheila Croushore. 

This class is designed for ages 10 through adult. Children 
under 10 may attend but must be accompanied by an 
adult. Text or call 814-442-6217 to register by September 
25 or call Laurel Arts at 814-443-2433.  

 

Fall Printmaking Workshop for Beginners 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2 PM TO 4 PM  

Join us for an afternoon of Fall printmaking! We will use 
carving tools to shape a linocut leaf design and get 
creative printing in an assortment of fall colors. We will 
also place leaves on gel plates to create beautiful fall 
prints. 

This event is best suited for ages 12 and up. This 
workshop takes place from 2 to 4 p.m. Saturday, October 
9 at 601 Georgian Place, Somerset. Cost: $16 members / 
$20 nonmembers payable to Laurel Arts plus $12 
materials fee payable to Marsha Schmuck. Call or text 
814-442-6217 or call 814-443-2433 to register by 
October 2.  

Bob Ross Painting Workshop 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 11, 10 AM TO  3 PM  

Certified Bob Ross Instructor, Al Just has another 
beautiful piece picked out for students to paint this 
month! The workshop will be a step by step class in 
creating an oil painting of the beautiful scene pictured. 
The class takes place from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday, 
October 11 at 601 Georgian 
Place, Somerset. 
The fee for the workshop is 
$48 members / $60 
nonmembers payable to 
Laurel Arts. This includes all 
materials. Students only 
need to bring paper towels, 
baby wipes and old rags. 

Preregistration is required by Monday, October 4 and 
students are asked to pay in advance. A minimum of 4 
students is required for the class to run. Call or text 814-
442-6217 or call Laurel Arts at 814-443-2433 to register. 

Laura Schrock's Fall Card Making Workshop 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 12, 6 PM TO 8 PM  

We are excited to have Laura Schrock back at Laurel Arts 
to share her talents for creating detailed and amazing 
cards. She will instruct class participants in completing a 
variety of Fall themed cards. Students will complete five 
beautiful cards during this workshop perfect for sending 
to friends and family. Card making is a fun and very 

What can you do with apples, pumpkins, leaves & more 

Continued on next page. 
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popular workshop offered by Laura just a handful of 
times each year. Her class always fills up quickly so don't 
miss out. There is a limit of 12 participants. 
Preregistration is required. 

This class takes place from 6 to 8 p.m. Tuesday, October 
12 at the Dressler Center, 214 Harrison Ave., Somerset.  
Class fee is $12 members / $15 nonmembers payable to 
Laurel Arts plus a $12 materials fee payable to Laura 
Schrock. To register, please contact Laurel Arts at 814-
443-2433 or call/text 814-442-6217. 

Halloween Chocolate Making Workshop 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16, 10 AM to NOON 

Sweetest Day is celebrated on October 16. It is a day 
similar to Valentine's Day and is meant to celebrate 
those you love. One way to do that is by sending them 
delicious chocolates! We decided to combine two 
October holidays into one fun workshop … Sweetest Day 
and Halloween! We will be creating some delicious 
chocolate dipped treats in Halloween themes; chocolate 
covered pretzels, Oreos, wafers, Rice Krispie treats, and 
more. Our chocolate workshop in February filled up fast, 
so register today! This event is best suited for ages 5 and 
up. Five and under can attend with an adult helper. 

This workshop takes place from 10 a.m. to noon 
Saturday, October 16 at 601 Georgian Place, Somerset. 
Cost: $16 members / $20 nonmembers payable to Laurel 
Arts plus $10 materials fee payable to Marsha Schmuck. 
Call or text 814-442-6217 or call 814-443-2433 to register 
by October 9. 

Fall Dollar Store Crafts 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2 PM TO 4 PM  

Join us for today's workshop where we will turn ordinary 
items you would find at the dollar store into beautiful fall 
decorations. This event is best suited for ages 12 and up. 

This workshop takes place from 2 to 4 p.m. Sunday, 
October 17 at 601 Georgian Place, Somerset. Cost: $16 
members / $20 nonmembers payable to Laurel Arts plus 
$10 materials fee payable to Marsha Schmuck. Call or 
text 814-442-6217 or call 814-443-2433 to register by 
October 10. 

 

Pinterest Party 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2 PM TO 4 PM  

SUBMIT YOUR IDEAS BY OCTOBER 1 (keep reading!) 

Are you a frequent Pinterest user? There are so many 
great ideas and not nearly enough time to try them all! 
That's why we’re planning a Pinterest Party!  

Submit your favorite Pinterest idea to us by October 1.  
We will look at all the submissions and choose one or 
two ideas (depending on the length of time needed for 
the project). If your idea is chosen, you get to attend the 
class for free! 

All ideas must be submitted by Friday, October 1 to allow 
for enough time to advertise and fill the class. 

Class fee: $25. Party Date: 2 to 4 p.m. Saturday, 
November 6. The class takes place at 601 Georgian Place, 
Somerset. 

**SUBMIT ALL ENTRIES BY TEXTING TO 814-442-6217 or 
email at msmarsha@laurelarts.org. 

Films on the Town Presents The Goonies (PG) 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 7:30 PM  

Bring your lawn chairs, blankets, and snacks to Trinity 
Park for The Goonies. A group of young misfits called The 
Goonies discover an ancient map and set out on an 
adventure to find a legendary pirate's long-lost treasure. 

This film is made possible by the Community Foundation 
for the Alleghenies through the Forging Unity Grant. This 
is a partnership between Laurel Arts, Mary S. Biesecker 
Public Library, and Somerset, Inc. 

Tim & Stacey with Randy Myers 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 6 PM TO 9 PM  

Mark your calendar for another LA Night! We are excited 
to present Tim & Stacey along with Randy Myers from 6 
to 9 p.m. Saturday, September 25 on the lawn stage at 
The Philip Dressler Center for the Arts.  

Bring a lawn chair, grab some friends, and enjoy a 
wonderful evening of outdoor music in the heart of 
Somerset County 

Food available from Morguen Toole Co. 

Cards, chocolates, crafts … plus movies & music! 

DON’T MISS A CLASS, REMEMBER TO REGISTER BY THE DEALINES NOTED IN EACH DESCRIPTION! Text 814-442-6217 
or call 814-442-2433 to assure your spot in these class / workshop offerings! 
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By Kathy Trexel Reed 

A few years ago an art student gave me a folded Origami 
Crane. Her years of studio classes with me had ended, 
and she was moving on to study art in New York City. The 
crane’s yellow patterned design is a cheery reminder of 
her, and helps me imagine her fulfilling her artistic goals.  

Seeing that crane motivated me to study origami books 
and learn to fold these paper creatures. One of the 
origami birds I made looked so much like a robin, that I 
began including them with spring thoughts in notes I 
mailed to friends. The charming Origami Mouse made its 
way with Christmas greetings, as the “mouse that WAS 
stirring.”  As I showed children how to fold the robin and 
mouse during Somerfest 2019, I decided to learn the 
more challenging Origami Crane. 

The folding, creasing, repetitive process of origami 
focused my attention and eliminated distractions. As one 
crane followed another, making them became 
comfortable, almost meditative! The colorful cranes 
seemed both whimsical and measurably specific. I 
thought “why not fold 1000,” which, in ancient Japanese 

tradition, is an achievement that rewards the maker with 
a granted wish. 

I wondered whether my flock of cranes might be useful 
at Laurel Arts for imaginative purposes, used to show 
measured progress, or just as an eye-catching way to 
carry a message. When Executive Director Jaci McCusker 
began to visualize the 9/11 Memorial Exhibition at the 
Dressler Center, the cranes seemed to serve as a clear 
visual expression of hope during troubled times.  

The Hope of Origami Cranes 

Origami cranes (orizuru) folded into a group of 1,000 
are known as a senbazuru. The cranes are typically 
made from many different colors and patterns of 
paper, so they are a bright and cheerful decoration.  

A Japanese girl who suffered radiation poisoning at the 
age of two when the atomic bomb was dropped at 
Hiroshima developed leukemia at age 12. Inspired by 
the senbazuru legend, she began folding cranes. She 
completed 644, but was too ill to finish. Her family and 
classmates completed the senbazuru in her memory. 
Her story stands as a worldwide symbol of the innocent 
children impacted by war.  

1,000 origami cranes have been installed in one of the galleries for the Reflections of the Human Spirit exhibit. The 
cranes were folded by Kathy Trexel Reed, and Laurel Arts staff members created the installation to represent the path 
forward from the days following 9/11. 



Education & Dance Center staff … 

Amanda Bergstresser 
Lead Dance Teacher 

Melanie Sarver 
Office Assistant 

Dance Instructors 
Cindy Breen 

Megan Edwards 
Melissa Gindlesperger 

Aubree Maus 
Bethany Thomas 

Angela Fullard 
Preschool Teacher 

Patricia Ohler 
Preschool Aid 

Marsha Schmuck 
Preschool Aid 

Classes & Programs Coordinator 
Summer Camps Instructor 
Fundraising Coordinator 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Laurel Arts 
Education & Dance Center 

601 Georgian Place 
Somerset, PA 15501 

814-443-1835 
office@laurelarts.org 

Follow us on Facebook 
Laurel Arts Education 

and Dance Center 

Please consider supporting Laurel Arts by ordering through 
smile.amazon.com and note Laurel Arts as your charity of choice. 
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Scholarships help students dance, attend preschool 

Did you know that Laurel Arts presents over $10,000 dollars in scholarships 
to families with financial need so that their children can attend dance classes 
and/or our arts-based preschool, Studio Kids. 

The annual golf tournament is one way in which Laurel Arts is able to fund 
these scholarships, but any donation is certainly appreciated.  

One mother wrote on her application, “Last year my daughter’s speech 
improved from the Studio Kids program.” Her daughter was born with a cleft 
palate. “With the help of Studio Kids, her speech has improved dramatically, 
and the dance program has helped her gain self confidence.” 



Laurel Arts 
PO Box 414 
Somerset, PA 15501 
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1st Summit Bank 
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Aspire Grant and Development  

Atlas Printing Co. (Dave & Cindy Breen) 
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Barbera Law 
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CME 
Randy & Barb Davies 
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Guild of American Papercutters 
Highland Tank 

Nick Jacobs 
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Mary Ann & Bill Riggs 
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Rotary Club of Somerset 
Somerset Trust Company 

UPMC Health Plan 
U-Stor Mor, LLC 

Walmart 
Sallie Zoerb 

Wheeler Family Charitable Trust 
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… for your generous support of Laurel Arts 

Laurel Arts is partially funded by a 
grant from the Pennsylvania Council 
on the Arts and the National 
Endowment for the Arts. 
Other foundations and agencies 
providing support to Laurel Arts are: 

The Community Foundation 
for the Alleghenies 

Somerset Borough 

Somerset County 

Current resident or 

Reflections of the Human Spirit 
in the galleries this month 


